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Tamil Nadu

Headmaster honoured 
posthumously for saving schoolboy; 

CM Vijay presents medal to wife
CHENNAI: A govern-
ment school headmaster 
from Krishnagiri dis-
trict, who died while 
attempting to save an 
eight-year-old student 
from drowning, has been 
posthumously honoured 
with the Centre’s 
Sarvottam Jeevan 
Raksha Award for 2025. 
Late PS Gowrisankar 
Raja, headmaster of 
Eluvapalli Panchayat 
Union Primary School, 
was selected for the 
award in recognition of 
his exceptional courage 
and sacrifice.

On March 5, 2025, dur-
ing the lunch break, 
Class III student Nithin 
accidentally slipped into 
a farm pond located near 
the school. On seeing the 
boy struggling in the 
water, Gowrisankar Raja 
attempted to rescue him.

However, despite his 
efforts, both the eight-
year-old boy and the 
headmaster died in the 
incident.

The Sarvottam Jeevan 
Raksha Award is given 
by the Centre for acts of 
exceptional bravery in 
saving lives. Nominations 
are received from State 
governments every year, 
following which the 
awardees are selected 

and announced by the 
President.

At the Secretariat on 
Thursday, Chief Minister 
Vijay presented the 
award medal and certifi-
cate to K.Sirisha, wife of 
the deceased headmaster. 
The award was presented 
in recognition of 
Gowrisankar Raja’s brav-
ery, courage and supreme 
sacrifice while attempt-
ing to save the schoolboy.

Nepal flood: 49-member Tamil Nadu pilgrimage group 
go missing, kin seek urgent intervention

CHENNAI: Families of six pil-
grims from Kancheepuram are in 
distress after losing contact with 
them for more than 24 hours follow-
ing the deadly flash flood in Nepal. 
They were part of a 49-member 
group on a spiritual trip and were 
reportedly at the immigration office 
when floodwaters swept through the 
building. Their families have sub-
mitted petitions to Kancheepuram 
Collector Sneha, seeking immediate 
steps to trace and rescue the pil-
grims.

The Tamil Nadu government said 
that 103 people from Tamil Nadu 
had travelled to Nepal for the 
Kailash Yatra.

49-member Tamil Nadu pilgrim-
age group go missing in Nepal flood 
The group, comprising 22 men and 
27 women, left for the pilgrimage on 
August 14 through Mahadev Kailash 
Yatra, a spiritual tourism and travel 
company based in Radhanagar, 
Chromepet, Chennai.The pilgrims 
were from several parts of Tamil 
Nadu, including Chennai's 
Chromepet, Perambur, Alwarpet, 
Singaperumal Koil, Kancheepuram, 

Tiruvannamalai, Madurai, 
Virudhunagar, Theni, Namakkal, 
Erode, Karur, Tiruchy, Salem and 
Coimbatore.

The group reportedly travelled 
from Chennai airport to Nepal via 
Delhi on August 14. They were 
scheduled to complete the pilgrim-
age and return to Chennai on 
Thursday, August 27.After complet-
ing their pilgrimage, the group was 
reportedly travelling towards the 
Nepal border through 
the China border 
route. They were said 
to be undergoing 

immigration formalities at an immi-
gration office when a sudden flash 
flood reportedly swept through the 
area and completely damaged the 
building.Following the incident, 
communication with the 49 pilgrims 
was reportedly lost. Their families 
have been unable to ascertain their 
whereabouts or condition. Seven 
members of the group are from 
Chromepet: Sathya Narayanan, 
Vikraman, Manjula, Velavendhan, 

Rajalakshmi, Amudha and Kishore. 
Sathya Narayanan, the son of the 
travel company's owner, was report-
edly leading the group.

The six pilgrims from 
Kancheepuram have been identified 
as Meenakshi, Latha Bhanumathi, 
Saraswathi, Chandran, Gopal and 
Arunachalam.

Meenakshi and Chandran report-
edly spoke to their families in 
Kancheepuram around 6 am on 
Wednesday, saying that they were 
travelling towards Nepal. However, 
no further communication has been 
received from them after reports of 
the flash flood.

With the pilgrims expected to 
return to Chennai on Thursday, 
their families are now deeply wor-
ried after being unable to contact 
them for more than 24 hours. They 
have urged the Centre and Tamil 
Nadu government to take immedi-
ate steps to trace and rescue the 
49-member group. 

Tirunelveli halwa gets costlier 
as sugar prices soar

CHENNAI: Tirunelveli’s 
iconic halwa is set to 
become more expensive as 
a sharp rise in sugar prices 
pushes up production 
costs, said a Daily Thanthi 
report. Sugar prices have 
increased from around Rs 
50 per kg last month to Rs 
75, citing supply shortage 
and increased consump-
tion. No sugar shortage in 
India, prices to ease in 
coming days following 
govt's measures: ISMA

A popular sweet shop in 
Tirunelveli Junction has 
raised the price of halwa 
by Rs 20, from Rs 320 to Rs 
340 per kg. Prices of other 
sweets, mixtures and 
savoury items have also 
been increased by Rs 20, 
while chips now cost Rs 
380 per kg.Other popular 
halwa shops are already 
selling the sweet at Rs 340 
per kg, while the famous 
Iruttukadai halwa in 
Tirunelveli Town is priced 
at Rs 440 per kg. Shop own-
ers said they are consider-
ing another hike of up to 

Rs 40 per kg and are likely 
to announce the revised 
prices within a day or two.

Sugar continued its 
upward march, rising by 
about Re 1 per kg to nearly 
Rs 64 on Tuesday in the 
retail market as recent 
government measures to 
curtail the surge take 
effect. As per the data com-
piled by the Department of 
Consumer Affairs (Price 
Monitoring Division), the 
all-India average rate of 
sugar stood at Rs 63.97 per 
kg on August 25, a 31 per 
cent increase from Rs 48.81 
per kg a month back.

TN Minister Aadhav accepts AIADMK's demand to 
implement Tambaram–Chengalpattu elevated corridor
CHENNAI: Minister for 
Highways and Public 
Works Aadhav Arjuna 
said that the government 
would take up the 
Tambaram–Chengalpattu 
elevated corridor project 
to tackle traffic congestion 
on the Grand Southern 
Trunk (GST) Road.

The announcement fol-
lowed a demand raised by 
AIADMK floor leader 
Edappadi K Palaniswami 

during Question Hour on 
Thursday. He asked the 

Minister whether the 
government would 
implement the 
T a m b a r a m –
Chengalpattu elevated 
corridor project, which 
had been proposed dur-
ing the AIADMK 
regime. Replying to him, 
Minister Aadhav said 
the government had 

already announced an 
eight-lane road project 
from Chennai to 
Kanniyakumari.

Explaining the traffic 
congestion in the suburban 
areas surrounding 
Chennai, he said travel 
time from Chengalpattu to 
Chennai Airport had 
increased to nearly three 
hours due to heavy 
traffic."The same situation 
is being witnessed while 
travelling from Tiruvallur 
through Poonamallee. The 
elevated corridor between 
Tambaram and 
Chengalpattu will be imple-
mented after detailed dis-
cussions with the Union 
government. A meeting 
with the Union govern-
ment is scheduled for next 
month," he assured.

CHENNAI: Karnataka's claim that the proposed Mekedatu 
dam is meant to meet Bengaluru's drinking water needs is 
not supported by field-level findings, which indicate no 
drinking water shortage in the city, the Tamil Nadu Sectoral 
Experts Federation said on Thursday, asserting that the 
state is instead planning to expand its irrigation area.The 
experts said this was why talks between the chief minis-
ters of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka would not resolve the 
Cauvery water-sharing dispute and could instead work 
against Tamil Nadu's interests. Retired senior Public 
Works Department engineer A Veerappan, hydrology 
expert S Janakarajan, State Platform for Common School 
System general secretary Prince Gajendrababu, advocate 
Vetriselvan of Poovulagin Nanbargal and Electricity 
Department Engineers' Association coordinator S Gandhi 
made the remarks at a press conference.

Mekedatu plan not for Bengaluru 
water, experts say


